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Dear colleagues,
Dear friends,

Encouraged by the great success of the last four meetings, 
we will be convening the 5th Euro VT/VF Meeting on 
6. / 7. December 2013 in Berlin. We would like to cordially 
invite you to attend our meeting.

The fi rst treatment of ventricular tachycardia by open heart surgery 
in the early 1980‘s and by percutaneous catheter procedures, using 
fi rst DC Shock and later radiofrequency, current in the mid 1980‘s 
is almost more than 30 years ago. The experience was limited to 
patients with life-threatening ventricular tachycardia refractory 
to medical treatment. These procedures were performed in a few 
centers around the world by only very experienced physicians.

The introduction of the implantable defi brillator by Michel 
Mirowski substantially changed the treatment of VT/VF and made 
catheter ablation a procedure, which in many countries was mostly 
performed in patients following multiple ICD interventions. In most 
patients without structural heart disease new mechanistic insights 
based on catheter ablation procedures made catheter ablation a 
fi rst line treatment.

Following the enthusiasm in catheter ablation of atrial fi brillation 
new interests of physicians and industry has initiated an upcoming 
revival of ventricular tachycardia / fi brillation treatment beyond 
the ICD. This has led to new studies in the fi eld of ICD and CRT but 
also of catheter ablation including preventive ablation procedures 
in ICD patients. Further interest has also been stimulated by the 
use of diagnostic tools such as MRI, allowing better understanding 
of the underlying substrate.

The 5th EURO VT/VF symposium in Berlin, Germany, will address 
the entire fi eld of VT/VF from genetics, mechanisms, diagnostics to 
therapeutics by bringing international physicians together.

We hope that this meeting will fi nd your interest and we look 
forward to seeing you in Berlin.

K.-H. Kuck
P. Della Bella
G. Hindricks
P. Jais
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